
 

September 12, 2017 3:30pm Port of Grays Harbor 
111 S. Wooding-Aberdeen WA 

 
1) Routine Business-Casey 

a. Attendance: MRC member in attendance:   Casey Dennehy, Mark Plackett, Amy Spoon, 
Kevin Decker, Katina Gamleah, Arthur “RD” Grunbaum, Shad Kearse.  Excused MRC 
members:  Joe Schumacker, Al Carter, Robin Leraas, Lorena Maurer. MRC Staff: Kristina 
Hollatz.  Guests: Nancy Eldridge and Greg Cox 

b. Summary review and approval for June, July and August.  No quorum so tabled until 
next month.  

c. Guest welcome and Introductions  
i. Nancy Eldridge, President for Coastal Interpretive Center 

ii. Greg Cox, Education Committee Chair 
2) Featured speaker or topic- Nancy Eldridge and Greg Cox with Coastal Interpretive Center. 

a. The Coastal Interpretive Center has been in Ocean Shores since the mid 80’s and was 
started by the Parks Department.  The name was changed to the Coastal Interpretive 
Center when the center was released by the City of Ocean Shores and became a board 
run center, funded completely on donations.  The mission of the Coastal Interpretive 
Center is built around education.  Admission to the exhibits is free but a small donation 
is suggested.   

 
The Coastal Interpretive Center is looking for support to continue the current mission.  
They are in need of transportation or transportation funds for students to the beaches 
at Damon Point and to the Weatherwax property for classes.  They are looking to ramp 
up educational classes and hope to extend the classes to all schools throughout Grays 
Harbor County.  Also, they might be interested in partnering with the MRC this winter 
on a speaker series.  This will be the 5th year that the Coastal Interpretive Center will 
hold a winter speaker series.  During the summer, the center has been offering a Youth 
Ecology Program to fifth graders. This program consists of marine and fresh water 
ecology along with coastal forest ecology.  They also offer a Saturday activity that has 
been very well received.   

b. MRC Summit:  
i. Registration for the summit is improving but there is still need to look at 

funding/sponsorship opportunities.  Sea Grant may be able to sponsor but 
someone will need to send a letter to Penny as Kevin is not able to do it.  WDFW 
might also be more flexible with funding this year.   

3) Standing Items 
a. WCMAC/MSP- There is a WCMAC meeting on the 27th.  All the members have aged out 

on their appointments so at the meeting they will be reappointed.  There are also two 



new members.   Please reach out and let the WCMAC know what you think they should 
be focusing on.  This might be a good thing to add as an MRC Summit topic.   

 
Public comment for MSP continues to be delayed and know it might be delayed until fall 
or winter.   

4) Member Updates 
a. Mark Plackett- Clam digging dates have been announced for Ocean Shores and he would 

like to start promoting the date early this year to get as many people into Ocean Shores 
as possible.   

b. Kevin Decker- Harbor Young Professionals and Entrepreneurs is currently recruiting.  
They are looking for 20-40 persons to get involved with the community.  There is to be a 
meeting about potash in the Hoquiam High School commons on September 14, 2017 5-
7pm.  The Quinault Indian Nation is currently looking into all ramifications possible if the 
proposal to store potash was approved.   

c. Amy Spoon- Currently working on budget and contract stuff.   
d. Katina Gamleah- Has been out of the state or out of the country during the past few 

meetings.  Aberdeen High School in now on trimesters not semester.  
e. Shad Kearse- Would like to know exactly what type of updates the MRC Board would 

like to hear from him.  Casey mentioned he would like to hear about fishing conditions, 
how fishing is going, numbers, escapement and the condition of aquaculture. Amy 
would like to hear his thoughts on what is happening with sports fishing.   

f. RD- There was a clip recently that talked about potassium in Lake Erie and the increase 
of algae growth.  As potash is a fertilizer, this could be a significant concern if the 
proposed storage of potash is approved.  There was a Port meeting in the morning.  
During the meeting, Kayla who represents The Port of Grays Harbor spoke with the 
Governor and Lt. Governor about ORMA.   

g. Casey Dennehy- The Leadership Academy had a retreat at Lake Quinault and it went 
really well.  The group focused on connecting economic prosperity to resource 
conservation.  There is a beach cleanup on Saturday in the Afternoon.  Next weekend is 
the Clean Water Classic which is a fundraiser for Surfrider.  Casey would like to pass 
along for Lorena about the workshop coming up at Grays Harbor College for Board 
members and support staff.   

h. Kristina Hollatz- Working on getting contract in place and getting reappointment letters 
sent to the County Commissioners for approval.  

5) Next Meeting 
a. Date- November 14  

6) Public Comment-None  
 
 


